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A Word from the Principal

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year!  
You are invited and encouraged to attend Back-to-School Night on Thursday, September 2nd. There will be an overview of the school year and of the evening’s program beginning in the gym at 7:00 p.m. Parents will follow their students’ schedules in ten minute classes to meet teachers and to learn about the student learning goals, expectations, and curriculum for each class. 
Parent support groups are very important to El Molino High School.  In the past three years, the efforts of parent groups have  provided El Molino with an all-weather track, a computer lab, three vehicles and an instructional aide for the agriculture program, and an Advanced Placement Environmental Science class. Most groups meet monthly. The El Molino Boosters meet at 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Monday of each month in the teachers’ lounge next to room D-1. The Friends of Music meet the first Monday of every month in the teachers’ lounge or the Band Room (D-4). The El Molino Ag Boosters meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in room J-5. Information about the support group for Advanced Placement Environmental Science can be found in an article in this edition of Lion Lines and information about the Site Council will be available soon on the El Molino High School website and at Back-to-School Night. 
Every six years California high schools participate in Focus on Learning, a two year accreditation process sponsored by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and the California State Department of Education. In this process all aspects of the school are evaluated and a self-study report is written. In the 2010-2011 school year we will begin the research that we must do for our self-study report and begin to write the report.  Next fall we will complete the report and prepare for a visit from a team of educators (from outside of Sonoma County) who will validate our report and offer suggestions for school improvement. We are organizing committees that will focus on specific aspects of the school program. Each committee will collect information and write a report that details the strengths of their area of the program and suggestions for improvement within that area.  Each committee will have parent members. The following are the specific program areas for which committees will be formed:

1.  Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership and Staff, and 

     Resources

2.  Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum

3.  Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction
4.  Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability
5.  School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth
If you are interested in volunteering to be a member of one of the committees, please e-mail or call Doria Trombetta (lionpride@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us or 824-6570).

Counselors’ Corner

Welcome to the 2010-11 school year! Counselors have been busy enrolling new students, modifying schedules, and in general getting ready for the year. Among other things, we will continue our career development work with all students; the goal is to prepare every student for continued success in school and career after leaving El Molino High School.

The counselor assignments changed slightly this year. This year Brenda Walker will work with students whose last name begins with A through E; Marilu Saldana F-L, plus ESL students; and Doug Pepe M-Z. Debbie Demeduc continues as our Career Center coordinator. We are available by phone 824-6575, or email at:

ddemeduc.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us
dpepe.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us
msaldana.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us

brwalker.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us
Important Counseling Dates for 2010-11:

Saturday, Sept. 18: Practice SAT. Open to all students, but typically for juniors / seniors who are headed to a 4 year college.

Wednesday, October 13: Preliminary SAT, for juniors and sophomores who are college-bound.

Wednesday, October 13: Senior Parent Night, details to follow.

December: Financial Aid Night: date to be determined

Tuesday, January 11, 2011: Junior Parent Night

Tuesday, February 1: Freshman / Sophomore Parent Night

Saturday, March 12: Practice SAT

We look forward to working with you and your student in 2010-11!
New Classes in 2010-2011
Three new classes will be offered this year: Oral Interpretation, English Lab, and AP Environmental Science. 

· Ginger Riley, El Molino English and theater arts teacher, will teach Oral Interpretation and will coach the Speech and Debate team.  Ms. Riley is a member of Outstanding Distinction in the National Forensic League and has had years of experience in her former high school as a forensics coach.
· English Lab will be a required class for sophomores who failed English 9.  The course is designed to review skills and to teach study strategies to strengthen academics. The class will be taught by El Molino English teacher Laura Malcolm. 

· AP Environmental Science will be offered to El Molino students through the fundraising efforts of a dedicated  group of El Molino parents and students.  It will be taught by Kate Oitzinger.

Joan Vreeburg , 2010 Outstanding Biology Teacher

This summer the El Molino High School community was happy to learn that Joan Vreeburg was named the 2010 Outstanding Biology Teacher by the California Chapter of the National Association of Biology Teachers.  Ms. Vreeburg has taught Lab Biology at El Molino for 28 years.  Three years ago, she established Biotechnology at El Molino High School.  Biotechnology is supported by the Sonoma County Regional Occupational Program.  Biotechnology offers students experience in industry standard classroom experiences and a variety of working field trips to laboratories supported by business, governmental agencies, and universities. Ms. Vreeburg will receive her award at the national conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota in November.  
Girls’  Volleyball “Dig Pink”
El Molino Girls’ Volleyball is hosting a "Dig Pink" event this October.  "Dig Pink" is the name given to fund-raising events for the Side Out Foundation which awards grants to medical research organizations and entities dedicated to providing compassionate support to breast cancer patients and their families.  The event is being held in conjunction with Analy Girls’ Volleyball and together, the two teams are going to do their best to help spread awareness and raise funds for breast cancer.

The event will be held on Thursday, October 7, 2010 .  The teams would like to encourage as many people as possible to not only attend the event, but also to wear something PINK!

If you would like to donate to this worthy cause you can go to El Molino coach Leslie Grassl's web page ( http://www.elmolino.org/faculty/grassl/ ) and click on the "Dig Pink" link (or click this link  http://www.side-out.org/application/teams/team_page/2939 ), or you can contact Leslie Grassl at El Molino High School 824-6546.

Thanks for your support!

El Molino High School Agriculture/FFA News
An Instructional Aide has been added to the agriculture program made possible by a donation from the El Molino Ag Boosters. This position will support classroom activities and allow for supervision of activities that take place in the greenhouse and vineyard, and on field trips.
Advanced Placement Environmental Science 

El Molino High School is pleased to announce the launch of a new Advanced Placement Environmental Science class for the 2010/2011 school year. El Molino recognizes the critical need to support broader public literacy in environmental science and to offer training and development opportunities for a future environmental scientist workforce. As the only program of its kind in Sonoma County, Environmental Science at El Molino will provide students with first-hand opportunities to learn scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the inter-relationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and man-made, to evaluate the relative risk associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.

The class includes a strong laboratory and field investigation component that provides students with opportunities to perform experiments and analyses involving air, water, and soil qualities.  Working in partnership with local environmental scientist, Harold Appleton, plans for this school year include developing a stewardship plan for the campus and identifying a menu of solutions to improve the quality of water running off the campus  into the Green Valley Creek.

The first year of the Environmental Science program is being funded entirely by grants and private donations.  The program has received an initial seed grant of $1,000 from Bread for the Journey and a $4,736 grant from the Sonoma County Fish and Wildlife Commission, but additional funds are needed to cover costs for the second semester of the program.  If you’d like to support this program your tax-deductible donations made payable to El Molino High School (Environmental Science fund) can be sent to:  El Molino High School, Attn: Kimberly Nyberg, 7050 Covey Road, Forestville, CA 95436.

For more information about how you or your organization can support this program, please contact Environmental Science Teacher, Katie Oitzinger at koitzinger.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us
Biology/Biotechnology
Lab Biology students in Ms. Vreeburg’s classes will have an exciting opportunity to research the effects of marine debris this school year as active participants in the UC Davis CAMEOS project. Students will study all year with UC Davis PhD student Amanda Newsom . The students will collect data, analyze their results and make presentations that are presented at UC Davis Bodega Marine Lab. This is an exciting learning experience for science students.

Biotechnology and AP Biology students will have a wonderful opportunity this school year to work with Biology Professor Dr. Michael Cohen of Sonoma State University on the Fuel from Aquatic Biomass (FAB) project. FAB will engage students in research focused on producing energy and more from treated water. Students will research their inquiry questions, collect data, analyze results, and make presentations on their production of methane gas.

El Molino High School Foundation

The El Molino High School Foundation is hosting its Third Annual Hawaiian Lion Golf Tournament and Banquet Dinner Friday, September 17, 2010 at Windsor Golf Course. 
This year the Tournament and Dinner will honor Herman Hernandez for all his hard work for the El Molino High School Community. For information, to play or sponsor, please contact Craig Franklin at 707-481-1568. 

The El Molino High School Foundation is a 501(C)3 non-profit charitable organization, that was founded by several alumni, with a mission to unite El Molino High School alumni, parents of current and past students, faculty, and interested community members, as well as to help fund activities at El Molino High School that are so beneficial to a rounded education for young adults at a pivotal age. For additional information or to become a member, please contact Chris Carver at 707-888-9544. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

